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sharks and salting down the skins. After Jack had rowed
his hunter back to the ship he went to work with a butcher
knife to skin the seals, working each day on decks covered
with hides and bodies, slippery with fat and blood, the
scuppers running red. It was brutal labour, but to Jack it
went under the name of adventure. He loved every hour of
it.

After three months, the seal herd having been dispatched,
the Sophie Sutherland sailed south to Yokohama, a batch of
skins in her salt, and a heavy payday coming. At Yokohama
Jack drank shoulder to shoulder with the men with whom he
had faced death and incredible hardship, smiling to himself
when he remembered that only five months before they had
thought him a boy who had no right to call himself a
seaman.

Back in San Francisco he bought his mates one round of
drinks, bade them farewell, and took the ferryboat home to
Oakland.

He found his family in debt, trying to live off the few
dollars that John London earned as a constable of Brooklyn
township. From his Sophie Sutherland wages he paid the
bills, bought himself a second-hand hat, coat, and vest,
some forty-cent shirts, and two fifty-cent suits of underwear.
What was left he turned over to Flora.

His infatuation with the Oakland waterfront was now
quite dead; he had no more desire for vagrancy. For a few
days he soaked himself in books at the library; then it was
time to settle down.

He had chosen an unfortunate time to look for work.
The financial panic of 1893 had thrown the country into a
severe business depression; eight thousand business organ-
isations had failed, many of them banks. All active enter-
prise had stopped; only the most necessary work was under-
taken, and a large proportion of the working-men were
unemployed. The man with any kind of job was considered
lucky. In Oakland ten cents an hour was all that could be
earned by able-bodied men. This rate of pay caused strikes
and lockouts, farther decreasing employment.
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